
Revelations from the Monsanto Papers
Industry attacks on scientists 

bit.ly/MerchantsofPoison



1. Corrupting the science
Ghostwriting papers, hand-picking scientists, cooking up studies and other 
PR science methods; influencing regulatory agencies.

2. Co-opting academia
Partnering with and paying universities and professors and using their 
platforms promote industry talking points. 

3. Mobilizing third parties
Front groups, academics, astroturf campaigns, food industry spin groups, 
farmers, beekeepers, dietitians, women’s groups, bloggers, reporters.

4. Attacking scientists, journalists
Aggressive efforts to track and attack scientists, journalists, public health 
advocates and others who report negatively on pesticides and biotech.

5. Weaponizing the web 
How pesticide industry-funded front groups and corporate attack dogs 
dominate Google News searches and other online spaces

“The point of modern propaganda isn’t only to misinform or push an agenda.  
It is to exhaust your critical thinking, to annihilate truth.”

Garry Kasparov  

bit.ly/MerchantsofPoison



Corrupting science



Unprecedented and 
harsh strategy … parallels 
those used by the tobacco 
industry and others, but the 
glyphosate story is notable 

for its intensity …

Expert review under attack 

Attacking the International Agency for Research on Cancer 





ACSH fact sheet https://usrtk.org/industry-pr/american-council-on-science-and-health/



GLP fact sheet https://usrtk.org/industry-pr/jon-entine-genetic-literacy-project/
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Sign up for our newsletter 

https://usrtk.org/sign-up/


Merchants of Poison 

bit.ly/MerchantsofPoison


Fact sheets on front groups  
https://usrtk.org/pesticides/tracking-the-agrichemical-
industry-propaganda-network/


6 ways to confront pesticide industry disinformation 
https://usrtk.org/industry-pr/confronting-spin-
recommendations/


UCSF Document Library USRTK collections 
Food: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/food/
collections/usrtk-food-industry-collection/

Agrichemicals: 

https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/chemical/
collections/usrtk-agrichemical-collection/


Contact 
Twitter @StacyMalkan 

Email Stacy@usrtk.org
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